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SUBJECT: LIBYAN-BULGARIAN RELATIONS 

1 . DURING RECENT MEETING (MAY 17) NEWLY ARRIVED BULGARIAN 
AMBASSADOR TO TRIPOLI, VLADIMIR MEDAROV, DESCRIBED LIBYAN- 
BULGARIAN RELATIONS AS LARGELY ECONOMIC AND WITH LIMITED 
POLITICAL CONTENT. 

2. HE OBSERVED THAT THERE WERE ALMOST 8,000 BULGARIANS 
WORKING IN LIBYA IN VARIOUS CAPACITIES. A SMALL COMPONENT 
OF THEM WERE PROFESSIONALS IN SUCH FIELDS AS MEDICINE AND 
ENGINEERING BUT THE BULK WERE EMPLOYED BY BULGARIAN STATE 
COMPANIES ENGAGED IN CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY FOR LIBYAN 
GOVERNMENT. BULGARIA'S MAIN EXPORTS TO LIBYA ARE MEAT 
AND OTHER FOOD PRODUCTS. BULGARIA RECEIVES ONLY 5 PERCENT 
OF ITS OIL FROM LIBYA. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS AN AMATEUR DIPLOMAT 
ON HIS FIRST ASSIGNMENT. BY PROFESSION HE IS A CHEMICAL 
ENGINEER AND HAS SPENT THE BULK OF HIS CAREER IN BULGARIA'S 
PETRO-CHEMICAL INDUSTRY. JUST PRIOR TO HIS ASSIGNMENT TO 
LIBYA HE HELD THE POST OF DEPUTY MINISTER FOR PETRO- 
CHEMICAL MATTERS. LIKE MOST DIPLOMATS, AMBASSADOR MEDAROV 
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FINDS LIFE IN TRIPOLI DIFFICULT. HIS MAIN PROBLEM COMES 
FROM THE LARGE BULGARIAN COMMUNITY WHOSE CONTINUING 
ATTEMPTS TO REMEDY THE LOCAL ALCOHOL SHORTAGE WITH HOMEMADE 
PRODUCTS RUN INTO TROUBLE WITH LIBYAN AUTHORITIES. 

AMBASSADOR NOTED THAT HE HAD TRAVELED SEVERAL TIMES TO THE 
US IN CONNECTION WITH HIS PROFESSIONAL INTEREST IN PETRO- 
CHEMICAL MATTERS AND HAS FOND MEMORIES OF SUCH VISITS. 
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